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A Cultural & Economic History of Los Lunas  
 

By Cynthia J. Shetter 
 

 
{ŀƴ /ƭŜƳŜƴǘŜ [ŀƴŘ DǊŀƴǘ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ wƛƻ tǳŜǊŎƻΦ aǳǎŜǳƳ ƻŦ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ϧ !ǊǘǎΩ {ŀƴ /ƭŜƳŜƴǘŜ [ŀƴŘ DǊŀƴǘ 9ȄƘƛōƛǘΣ нлмс 

Origin of the Name  
 
The Village of Los Lunas is located within the San Clemente land grant, one of the oldest land grants made 
in the Río Abajo, or lower Rio Grande valley of New Mexico. Mateo de Sandoval y Manzanares was granted 
the tract of land before the expulsion of the Spanish during the Pueblo Revolt of 1680. Shortly after Don 
Diego de Vargas re-established Spanish authority in Nuevo México in 1693, the Manzanares heirs returned 
to Nuevo México and his daughter Ana de Sandoval y Manzanares, widow of Blas de la Candelaria, 
successfully petitioned Governor Felix Martinez to grant her the land in 1716 (U.S. House of 
Representatives, 1882). Soon after the restoration of her land claim, Ana de Sandoval y Manzanares 
ƴŀƳŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǎƻƴ CŜƭƛŎƛŀƴƻ άCéƭƛȄέ /ŀƴŘŜƭŀǊƛŀ ŀǎ ƘŜǊ ƘŜƛǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛned for eighteen 
years1.  
 
Although the grant was originally awarded to the Manzanares family, Los Lunas derives its name from 
Domingo de Luna a descendant of Capítan Diego de Luna. Capítan Luna was a native born New Mexican 
and described as tall, with a long face and long straight hair (Chavez F. A., 1954). Capítan Luna was sixteen 
years old at the time of the 1680 Pueblo Revolt and fled with family members to the exile settlement of 
Corpus Christi de Ysleta just south of El Paso. He was listed as a member of La Cofradia de La 
Conquistadora (Brotherhood of the Conqueress) in 1689 and in 1692 he was ordered to assemble his men 
for the first Entry of Vargas into New Mexico (Chavez F. A., 1954). In 1697, his daughter, María Gregoria 
Luna (1669 ς 1746), had a son Antonio de Luna who is believed to have been the illegitimate son of 
Cristóbal Baca II (1635 ς 1697) (Shetter, 2021) (HGRCNM, 2019).  
 

                                                           
1 The land tenure history of the San Clemente land grant is controversial. After the United States acquired jurisdiction 
of New Mexico with the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo in 1848, Ana Sandoval de Manzanares heirs filed the grant 
papers with the Surveyor General in 1855 for confirmation of the grant. The papers were found to be genuine and 
complete in 1871 by Surveyor General T. Rush Spencer but no confirmation was decreed until Solomon Luna, 
descendent of Domingo de Luna, filed another petition in 1896 claiming ownership. On September 4, 1896 the Court 
entered a decree confirming the grant to the heirs and legal representatives of the original grantee. Once the 
decision became final, a contract was awarded to Deputy Surveyor John. H. Walker to survey the grant (see Figure 
1).  The survey was made in November 1898 and showed that the grant, as confirmed, contained 37,099.29 acres. A 
patent for the land was issued on November 15, 1909 allowing present occupants to retain possession (U.S. House 
of Representatives, 1882). 
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Antonio de Luna (1697 ς 1729) married María Jacinta Peláez in 1718 in Albuquerque and they had seven 
children. Baptismal records from San Augustine de Isleta place their son Domingo de Luna (1719 ς 1773) 
in the San Clemente area as early as 1747 (FamilySearch, 2020). Domingo de Luna began acquiring 
portions of the San Clemente grant in 1747 and 1748 from Bonafacio Jollanga (Joyanga) (Twitchell, 1914) 
and 5ƻƳƛƴƎƻΩǎ wife, María Josefa Lucero, inherited a small parcel of cultivated land near Tomé from her 
parents. The 1786 estate records for 5ƻƳƛƴƎƻΩǎ ǎƻƴΣ Antonio de Luna (1748 ς 1779), who was killed 
interstate at the hands of Apache on the ninth day of June 1779, is one of the earliest known references 
depicting the area as [ƻǎ [ǳƴŀǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ǊŜŀŘǎΥ άa tract of land in the said place of Los Lunas, the 
boundaries which are on the North lands of Los Lentes, on the South lands of Bernardo Padilla, on the 
East the Río del Norte [Rio Grande], on the west the Rio Puerco (Arteaga, 1784)έ. The court proceedings 
went on to state that on September 4, 1784, Miguel Lucero, a relative of !ƴǘƻƴƛƻ ŘŜ [ǳƴŀΩǎ mother, was 
granted guardianship ƻŦ !ƴǘƻƴƛƻΩǎ heirs, José Enrique, María Josefa, Antonio de la Encarnación, and José 
Bruno.  
 

 
Figure 1. Plat showing San Clemente Land Grant in Valencia County as surveyed by John H. Walker, USDS, 1898.  

Courtesy University of New Mexico, Thomas B. Catron Papers.  

 

Spanish Colonial Period (1598 ɀ 1821)  
 
The Spanish Colonial period is divided into two by the Pueblo Revolt of 1680, the most successful instance 
of Native American resistance in North America.  The second period begins with the Re-conquest in 1692, 
and it ends with the independence of Mexico from Spain in 1821. 
 
In 1541 through 1542, Don Francisco Vázquez Coronado utilized centuries old routes established by 
indigenous people as he made his entrada into the interior of present New Mexico and the Great Plains. 
Decades later, in 1598, Don Juan de Oñate led a large contingency of Spanish settlers and thousands of 
livestock from central Mexico to the outpost of Santa Fe. This route that linked Mexico City with the Santa 
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Fe settlement became known as the Camino Real de Tierra Adentro. When the Pueblo Indians revolted in 
1680, they ejected the Spanish and their religion but kept their sheep. At the end of the 1700Ωs, a century 
after the Spanish reconquered the colony, sheep raising had developed into a major regional industry and 
an integral part of the New Mexican economy. Hispanics started herding flocks of sheep southward into 
Chihuahua, Mexico, along a well-established route that connected the colony to the rest of the Spanish 
Empire. Trade caravans traversed north and south along the Camino Real to supply settlements such Los 
Lunas creating a commercial market. Cloth, metalwork, household tools and implements, and other 
products unavailable in New Mexico were shipped north while sheep, agricultural products, furs, hides, 
and other locally-produced goods were then carted southward to markets in Mexico.  Though New Mexico 
remained peripheral to the rest of New Spain, it helped feed the communities centered around the 
valuable silver mines of north-central Mexico. In 1803, perhaps as many as twenty-five thousand churros 
were driven south. The numbers exported from New Mexico fluctuated in the following years, but sheep 
ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦ 
 
In the mid-eighteenth century, New Mexicans had developed the partido system. Under this system an 
owner of a flock would lend an individual a specific quantity of sheep and expected an equal number to 
be returned in three to five years. Each year the renter paid around twenty percent of the flock to the 
owner. If the sheep reproduced in sufficient numbers, the system worked well for both parties. The 
owners received annual payments while someone else watched over his livestock. The renter could build 
his own flock and eventually lend out some sheep of his own. Such arrangements in a cash-poor province 
functioned as a transfer of capital, but if the flock did not reproduce as planned, the renter remained in 
debt to the owner. Although the partido system resulted in economic opportunity for some, it worked to 
the advantage of the rich, creating two distinct social classes the ricos and the peons. 
 
Various contemporary censuses between 1750 and 1830 accounted for the residents of nearby 
settlements, including Plaza de la Purisima Concepción de Tomé, Plaza de San Fernando, La Sangre de 
Cristo Puesto de Valencia, San Clemente, and Belén (Crowson & Ainsworth, 2013). Spanish colonial society 
was punctuated by Catholicism and the omnipresence of the Church and priests. As Spain searched for 
wealth and the fabled Cities of Gold, Catholic priests traveling with the Spaniards focused on converting 
the native peoples they encountered along the way. This resulted in the priests establishing missions along 
the Camino Real.  

The nearby mission, San Antonio de 
Isleta, was built by the people of Isleta 
between 1613 and 1617 (National Park 
Service, 2019). Religious suppression 
and labor demands throughout the 
pueblos of New Mexico fostered a 
resentment and the subsequent 1680 
Pueblo Revolt. A majority of the native 
people of Isleta Pueblo fled south with 
the Spanish settlers of the area. During 
the period of 1680 to 1692, natives, 
fueled by the fire of resentment, 
burned the mission church destroying 
much of the tangible evidence of 
Spanish presence. Upon Don Diego de 
±ŀǊƎŀǎΩ мсфн ǊŜ-entry, only the walls of 

the nave of the church at old Isleta were found. The church and a large convento adjoining on the east 

The mission of San Agustín de la Isleta, 1867. The priest is likely J. B. 
Brun. Photograph by Alexander Gardner or William A. Bell. 
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were rebuilt by returning Isleta and Hispanic families from 1709 to 1710 and the church was consecrated 
as San Agustín de Isleta. This mission church became the mother church for those residing on the west 
side of the Rio del Norte. San Agustín de Isleta is amongst the oldest churches built in the United States 
and is still used regularly for religious services, second to the San Miguel Chapel in Santa Fe that was built 
between 1610 ς 1626 and rebuilt upon re-entry in 1710 (National Park Service, 2019).  
 

 
La Capilla de San Antonio de Los Lentes consecrated in 1789 depicted on a San Clemente land grant document. 

The mission church Nuestra Señora de la Concepción was established in the neighboring community of 
Tomé in 1750.  In 1789, to honor their beloved San Antonio, the native people of Isleta and the Hispanics 
of Los Lentes built a new capilla (chapel), La Capilla de San Antonio de Los Lentes. The 1790 Spanish census 
ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŜ άtǳŜōƭƻ ŘŜ {ŀƴ !ƴǘƻƴƛƻ Ŝƴ [ƻǎ [ŜƴǘŜǎέ ŀƴŘ ƴamed the Lente, Saenz, Piro and Chávez families 
as being among the many families who occupied the pueblo (San Clemente Parish, 2021). The Sangre de 
Cristo church at Valencia on the east side of Los Lunas was established in 1801 and in the later part of the 
nineteenth century Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe (1892) in neighboring Peralta and San Clemente Church 
(1894) in Los Lunas were established. Like San Agustín de Isleta, these Catholic churches, except for San 
Clemente, are still standing and are used regularly for religious services. The latter church was severely 
damaged by flood water from the Rio Grande and was rebuilt in its current location in 1949.  
 
It is a humbling experience for visitors today to be able to walk within 
the adobe walls of these historic churches and look up to see the 
vigas (wooden beams) that were cut in the Manzano Mountains 200 
to 300 years ago and for parishioners to realize that their ancestors 
once stood within these walls. While the buildings now have modern 
conveniences, the traditional folk art decorating the alters and walls 
give these visitors a sense of time and place. This primitive art form 
depicting stories from the Holy Bible, the saints, the holy family, and 
Jesus Christ are uniquely New Mexican and are the result of 
infrequent trade caravans from Mexico during Spanish colonial 
times. Unable to obtain the more realistic statuary usually seen in 
churches in one piece gave rise to the santero or saint maker. These 
santeros would hand carve abstract wooden santos (saints), bultos 
(sculptures), and retablos (paintings on wood) and paint them with 
pigments found in nature. Today, santeros continue to educate the 
public about the related cultures and living traditions of this art form. 

Alter at Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe 
in Peralta created by Valencia County 
Santero Carlos Otero.                     
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Mexican Rule (1821 ɀ 1846)  
 
Before and after Mexico gained its independence from Spain in 1821, small-scale irrigated farms and 
livestock raising formed the basis of the economy in and around Los Lunas. Census records of the time 
period state that the residents of the area were farmers but that label is deceptive (Gonzales R. , 2017). 
Farming was an agricultural endeavor that encompassed stock raising and sheep were the predominant 
domesticated animal in the region. Unlike some sheep breeds, the small churros, which were more 
valuable for meat than wool, survived in the harsh, arid environment of New Mexico. While the Lunas and 
Romeros were the principal sheep ranchers on the west side of the Rio Grande, the Oteros and the 
Chávezes were the predominant ranchers invested in sheep across the river in Peralta, Valencia, and Los 
Pinos (present day Bosque Farms) and Tomé. Unlike the Lunas and Romeros, Don Mariano Chaves and 
Don Antonio José Otero had experience with trading in the United States and Mexico via the Santa Fe and 
Chihuahua Trails. In 1837, over 40,000 sheep were driven down the Chihuahua Trail to northern and 
central Mexico. Most of these came from Los Lunas, Valencia, and Belen in the Rio Abajo (USDA , 1998). 
It was these business and eventual marriage connections that would predicate Valencia County being 
named the Sheep Capital of New Mexico in the latter decades of the nineteenth century.  
 
The Mexican War of Independence lasted from 1808 to 1821, resulting in Mexico's and subsequently New 
aŜȄƛŎƻΩǎ independence from Spain. New Mexicans, now under Mexican authority, were largely ignored 
due to political infighting and economic devastation linked to the independence effort. The oŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎΩ 
indifference and their outright inability to provide support, however, also translated into the erosion of 
peace and a renewal of cycles of retributive violence between nuevomexicanos and their nomadic 
neighbors. Settlements all along the Rio Grande were being attacked by Navajo, Apache, and Comanche 
for their large herds of sheep. On October 25, 1846, Navajos killed two sheepherders and stole 5,000 to 
6,000 sheep owned by Don Antonio José Otero, who lived at Valencia and had a ranch nearby (USDA , 
1998). This lead many nuevomexicanos to if not welcome but appreciate military support after the United 
States prevailed in the Mexican-American War between 1846 ς 1848.  
 

Territorial New Mexico (1848 ɀ 1912)  
 
As the residents of New Mexico said goodbye to Spanish ruleΣ ƻƴŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊǎ ƛŦ !ƴǘƻƴƛƻ ŘŜ [ǳƴŀǎΩ ǎƻƴǎΣ WƻǎŞ 
Enrique and Antonio de la Encarnación could fathom the impact that their sons and daughters, their 
relations by blood and marriage, and their neighbors would have on influencing the economy and politics 
locally, regionally, and nationally as the United States began to occupy New Mexico.  
 
In August 1846, General Stephen Watts KearnyΩs Army of the West entered the Mexican territory of Nuevo 
México. The region had a poor Mexican population of some 60,000 people, mostly small farmers and 
sheep ranchers who scratched out a living along the Rio Grande and its tributaries. Surrounding these 
residents were some 40,000 Native Americans, half of whom belonged to nomadic tribes such as the Utes, 
Navajo, and Apache. These tribes subsidized their existence by plundering one another and their Mexican 
neighbors. 

 
On September 2, 1846, Kearny and seven hundred troops traveled to the village of Tomé, setting up camp 
at Valencia near the lava-topped mesa named El Cerro de Tomé.  There, he found that the citizens were 
satisfied with the change in government and that there was no need for the Americans to fear resistance 
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or open revolt. While they were in the Rio Abajo, 
however, they received word that Navajos had 
attacked the Luna ranchero three miles to the 
rear of the troops, killing one New Mexican, 
wounding another, and running off a large 
quantity of sheep (McNitt, 1972). 
 
On February 2, 1848, one and one-half years after 
KearnyΩs entry into New Mexico, the Mexican 
government formally ceded the territory to the 
United States in the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. 
The United States Army continued to protect 
East/West and North/South caravans, the 
Mexican inhabitants, and any new settlers from 
Indian attack. Army administrators assigned twenty-one companies to form the Ninth Military 
Department, later named the Department of New Mexico, with headquarters in Santa Fe. The army 
assigned additional troops up and down the Rio Grande in an effort  to protect settlements as needed. 
Troops were stationed at various points in Valencia County, Cebolleta, Socorro, and further south. Life 
was not easy for residents of New Mexico in the мурлΩǎ but marauding Comanches, Apaches and Navajos 
added to their worries. The California gold strike of 1849 was bringing men West to seek their fortune, 
making them easy targets for the raiding natives.  

In 1850, the Prefect of Valencia County, Don Ramon de Luna2 (Antonio de la EncarnaciónΩǎ son), conducted 
a military expedition to the Navajo country, a report of which he submitted to the governor of the 
territory, Donaciano Vigil: 

 
άNovember 16th last [1850] 
 
I received a communication from Messers. Andres Romero and Anásticio Gárcia, citizens of the 
county under my jurisdiction, informing me that the Navajos had robbed them of 2,000 sheep at 
the place known as Valverde [in Socorro County]. I immediately issued orders to the alcaldes of the 
county to collect the best men they could find and be ready at the place of Cubero on the following 
day, while I proceeded to Cebolleta3 to demand assistance from the commander of the troops 
stationed at that point, which I effected immediately on my arrival through a dispatch asking him 
for the mentioned assistance to proceed to the vicinity of the town of Luna, from where the Indians 
would start with the stolen property. He returned to me a verbal answer that he would not give 
me the assistance I required as the horses belonging to the troops were in a wild condition. From 
thence I was obliged to proceed with only fourteen men which were furnished to me by the 
alcaldes, taking with me the clerk and sheriff of my county, I was reinforced by forty men forming 
part of a volunteer company which was being raised at that time by permission of the commander 

                                                           
2 wŀƳƻƴ ŘŜ [ǳƴŀ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ CŜŘŜǊƛŎƻ άCǊŜŘέ [ǳƴŀ όмфом ς 2010) and Santiago Richard Luna (born 
1937). Fred served as a New Mexico State Representative for 36 years and as a Los Lunas School Board member for 
26 years while his brother Richard served as Los Lunas Municipal Court Judge from 1968 to 2002.  
3 In 1746, Padre Juan Mechero persuaded several hundred members of the Navajo Tribe to settle at Cebolleta. A 
mission was established for the purpose of converting the Navajo to Christianity. The community was formally 
established in 1749, under the name of "Cebolleta", a word meaning "little onion." It was named for the nearby 
Cebolleta Mountains, now called the San Mateo Mountains. But in 1750, the Navajo rejected the efforts and 
returned to their own lands. Seboyeta, as it is known as today, is in Cibola County. 
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of the troops stationed at Cebolleta, and which were going on an expedition to the Navajo country. 
With this reinforcement I proceeded to the vicinity of Laguna Colorado where we joined the 
balance of the volunteer company; there we succeeded in capturing 500 of the stolen sheep. 
Finding myself at this point, it was impossible for me to return with so small a number of men, I 
therefore went on with 292 men to the Mesa de la Vaca, there I divided forces and scattered them 
on the various routes to the Navajo country. I succeeded in chastising the Indians and taking their 
stock amounting to 5,000 sheep, 150 riding animals, 11 oxen and 28 prisoners; also 24 men, who 
were delivered to us by a Navajo who surrendered himself to save his life. We used up nearly 700 
fanegas [bushels] of their corn. With these spoils we started back without sustaining any loss 
whatever; on my way back I was unfortunate in losing some of my men for want of discipline; 
when we arrived at the mouth of the Cañon de Chellé six of my men were killed who had left the 
camp without permission; here we met an express consisting of 13 men; when we reached San 
Miguel they thought themselves out of all danger, being near Cebolleta, they laid down without 
taking precaution whatever, and were surrounded by the Navajos while asleep and were defeated. 
Up to this time six of them have been found, four of them wounded, the other seven are still 
missing. While writing this communication, I will also add that some difficulty exists between the 
owners of the recovered stock and captors. The former claim [sic] the sheep as their property and 
can prove it by their brands, while the latter maintain that they are in the same position with the 
other goods and should be subject to the same conditions. However, I believe the governorΩs 
decision will settle the dispute (McNitt, 1972).έ 

 
The Prefect did not identify these forty men, although there is good evidence that they included a number 
of Diné AnaΩaii, Sandoval himself, and thirteen or fourteen Cebolleteños. Cebolla Sandoval, occasionally 
known as Antonio Sandoval, was άambitious, cunning, devious and contradictory (McNitt, 1972).έ 
Sandoval was an informant most often for the Anglos but occasionally, if the information was paid for, for 
the Navajos. He became wealthy by buying and selling his own people. He was a man for hire for any evil 
purpose. LunaΩs report, which curiously makes no reference to the important presence of the Diné AnaΩaii, 
is one of the rare firsthand accounts of New Mexican slave trade4 against Navajos (McNitt, 1972). 
 
Post at Los Lunas 
 
In July 1851, Colonel Edwin Vose Sumner took over the command of Department of New Mexico. Sumner 
had come to Santa Fe with orders to reduce military expenditures. He began by removing troops that lived 
in towns at great expense to the government. He ordered officers to move their posts to the country and 
issued a general order to become more self-sufficient. Now the men would have to help grow their own 
crops, gather their own forage and fuel, and build their own posts.  
 
Fort Defiance was established on September 18, 1851, to create a military presence in Diné bikéyah, 
Navajo Territory. In doing so, Sumner broke up the post at Santa Fe and created the first military presence 
in Arizona. Fort Defiance would become the temporary home of five platoons. The fort commander Major 
Electus BackusΩ directive was to provide safe passage to travelers and secure relations with tribes along 
the New Mexico-Colorado border. Due to winter conditions and poor preparation, Backus was faced with 
actual starvation of his command and their livestock. Owing to poor foraging conditions, and a fire that 
destroyed their hay camp, Backus ordered Captain Richard Stoddert Ewell to proceed east to seek winter 

                                                           
4 Territorial citizens approved antislavery resolutions in 1848 and 1850 but a reversal in sentiment came in 1859, 
with adoption of a slavery code by Southern sympathizer Miguel A. Otero, the New Mexican delegate to Congress. 
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shelter. Captain Ewell and his Dragoon Company G took post along the west bank of the Rio Grande at Los 
Lunas on January 3, 1852, renting quarters for the men, a corral, and storehouses for $25 per month and 
quarters for the officers at $10 per month per officer from area residents and Moses Sachs, Los [ǳƴŀǎΩ 
first non-Hispanic merchant (Gonzales R. , 2017).  
 
Born in Bavaria in 1823, Moses άaŀǊǘƛƴέ B. Sachs was a German Jewish merchant that converted his 
capital into saleable merchandise and spurred a new age of commerce in the Rio Abajo through 
government military contracts (Gonzales R. , 2017). Sachs became the principal merchant in town 
servicing a population of 261 people and the mainstay of SachsΩ business was as a forage agent for Captain 
Ewell and his seventy Dragoons and infantry men. As a forage agent, Sachs would supply products such 
as hay, corn, barley and oats to the military that was produced by area farmers. 
                 
In the spring of 1852, keeping with SumnerΩs directive to be self-
sufficient, Ewell and the dragoons of Company G planted a 
vegetable garden on land donated by local farmers who benefited 
from the armyΩs protection. They cleared a large tract and planted 
onions, beets, and cabbages. Ewell also rented a local vineyard. 
Military reports specify that Ewell and his soldiers harvested 
twenty-five bushels of wheat, twelve bushels of barley, five 
bushels of oats, twenty-seven quarts of beans, twelve quarts of 
clover seed, and twelve acres of corn (Frazer, 1983). In a letter to 
his brother, Ben, he wrote, άI am delightfully fixed now, cows, 
chickens, etc., and I make my own butter and all that sort of thing, 
as comfortable as any farmer (Pfanz, 1998).έ While the soldiers 
farming efforts supplemented their food stores, Captain Ewell still 
had to purchase supplies from Sachs and Hispanic merchants such 
as Ramon de Luna y Hermano and Toribio Romero (Frazer, 1983) 
(Gonzales R. , 2017). Flour was used in great quantity and Antonio 
José hǘŜǊƻΩǎ flour mill at Peralta contracted with the army to 
provide flour at 8 cents per pound5.  
 
When Captain Ewell was not playing gentleman farmer at Los Lunas, he was protecting New Mexicans and 
trying to recover livestock stolen by marauding Navajos and Apaches. He led two campaigns from Los 
Lunas to the Four Corners area, then south into Arizona. This led to additional campaigns along the Texas 
border and in the Guadalupe and Sacramento Mountains. Throughout the summer of 1853 and the 
ensuing years, Ewell and his company were almost constantly in the saddle6. There were very few 

                                                           
5 Antonio José Otero, a Peralta resident, was appointed justice of the Supreme Court of New Mexico and justice of 
the Second Judicial District by President James K. Polk after the U.S. ς Mexican War. The Oteros were one of the rico 
families of the Río Abajo tied by marriage to the prominent Luna, Perea, and Chávez families. Antonio JoséΩǎ ǿƛfe 
was María Francisca Chávez, daughter of Francisco Xavier Chávez, the first governor of New Mexico under Mexican 
rule (Frazier, 2021). 
6 In February 1855, Captain Ewell and his command fought with Captain Henry W. Stanton against the Mescalero 

Apache in the Sacramento Mountains. Stanton met his end in an ambush but the battle was a blow for the Mescalero 
and they soon petitioned for a treaty with Governor David Meriwether. In July 1855, Ewell participated in the Laguna 
Negra Treaty negotiations with the Navajo as well. In 1859, he was wounded in a skirmish with Apache warriors 
under Cochise. He returned east in 1860 and when the Civil War broke out in 1861, he was a senior commander 
under Stonewall Jackson and Robert E. Lee for Confederate forces.  He fought in several battles including First Battle 

Don Antonio José Otero (1812 ς 1870) 
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merchants in the West to obtain the amount of supplies that Captain Ewell and his men needed so he 
continued to utilize Sachs and his connections in the Río Abajo to obtain the supplies required while 
stationed at other posts throughout New Mexico and Arizona (Gonzales R. , 2017).  
 
Throughout his career in New Mexico, Capitan Ewell and his men repeatedly returned to the comforts 
they had established at the Post in Los Lunas.  Their beloved post was occupied and abandoned several 
times between January 1852 and October 1862. The Post at Los Lunas was always intended to be 
temporary and shut down entirely in 1862 after Brig. General Henry Hopkins Sibley and his Confederate 
Texas plans were foiled by Union forces, led by Colonel E.R.S. Canby with the aid of New Mexico and 
Colorado Volunteers.  
 
Rise of the Sheep Industry 
 
The 1849 gold strike in California offered a new opportunity to 
New Mexico sheep ranchers. While the trails to California were 
less developed, dryer in places, and plagued by greater Indian 
dangers than the well-traveled Camino Real, rumors of food 
shortages and high food prices enticed New Mexicans. Soon 
massive sheep drives were departing the territory for California. 
In the opening years, the trade did not involve Hispanic livestock 
producers directly, but was undertaken by Anglo-American 
speculators who amassed capital and purchased sheep from the 
expanding flocks of New Mexican sheep ranchers since the close 
of the Camino Real trade (Wallace, 2014). Up until this time the 
Luna families, among others, lived as sheep ranchers until the 
California gold rush improved their lives, amplified their wealth, 
and elevated their socioeconomic status (Gonzales R. , 2017). In 
1852, Antonio José Luna7, Antonio José Otero, Rafael de Luna,8 
and other Hispano families from the Río Abajo set out to California 
with twenty-five thousand sheep where they could receive $10 to 
$15 per head compared to the local market value of 50 cents (Kephart, 1853) (Alexander, 2012) (Chavez 
& Espinosa, 1966).   
 
In the years that followed, Río Abajo sheep ranchers expanded their herds and continued to drive their 
sheep to markets in California to supplement food stores for the miners that were flocking there to find 
their fortunes. In 1858, Sydney A. Hubbell reported to the Santa Fe Weekly Gazette:  
 

                                                           
of Bull Run, Second Battle of Bull Run, and Battle of Gettysburg where he came under scrutiny for his decisions may 
have lead them to lose the battle. This controversy caused his military career to decline.  
7 Antonio José Luna (1808 ς 1881) is the son of José Enrique de Luna and Juana María Gabaldón. He is also a first 
cousin to Rafael and Ramon de Luna. 
8 Rafael de Luna (1816 ς 1870) is the son of Antonio de la Encarnación and María Antonia Marcelina Chávez as well 
as brother of Ramon de Luna. 

Don Antonio José Luna (1808 ς 1881) 
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άǘƘŜ number of sheep being driven or about to be taken overland from this section of the territory 
to California: Joaquín Perea9, 22,000; Antonio José Luna, 17,000; José Jaramillo10, 17,000; Antonio 
José Otero, 11,000; Rafael Luna, 10,000; Toribio Romero11, 9,000;  Ramon Luna 7,000 and 
miscellaneous person 12,000 for a total of 105,000 sheep from Bernalillo and Valencia Counties 
(Yost, 1858).έ  
 

It has been estimated that these sheep traders brought in over a half-million dollars in new capital and 
made these families big ricos and political leaders in the Río Abajo (Baxter, 1987). By the early 1860s, this 
capital allowed the Luna, Jaramillo, and Romero families to become merchants to the 484 Los Lunas 
residents that includes 49 U. S. Army regulars at the Los Lunas Post as well as neighboring communities.  
By this time, Moses Sachs had overextended his business and was indebted to his wholesalers forcing him 
to sell his assets and the mercantile then relocate to Belen (Gonzales R. , 2017).  
 
In 1859, German immigrant, Erhardt Franz arrived in St. Louis and shortly thereafter, encountered Franz 
Huning, who was a prominent German merchant in Albuquerque. Huning suggested he try his luck in the 
New Mexico Territory. Franz brought his legal and financial savvy to the territory. Franz had access to 
capital and forged extensive connections to Missouri. {ŀŎƘǎΩ misfortune was instructive for the merchants 
that succeeded him and Franz paid attention. He learned that the military was the main market for 
agricultural goods in New Mexico. He also realized they needed to cultivate relationships with the military 
as well as at a local and state levels.  Furthermore, a relationship with the wealthy Hispanos of the 
community served three important functions, they supplied the produce, were reliable freighters, and 
could provide financial backing under difficult circumstances (Gonzales R. , 2017).  
 
Civil War in New Mexico 
 
In 1861, just three months into the conflict, the Civil War reached New Mexico. Confederate leaders 
wanted to extend their territory to the Pacific Ocean. Control of New Mexico would allow easy access to 
Pacific shipping routes and the gold mines of Colorado and California. On July 25, 1861, Confederate 
Lieutenant Colonel John R. Baylor and 258 soldiers marched into Mesilla and were met by Union forces 
ŦǊƻƳ CƻǊǘ CƛƭƭƳƻǊŜΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ƻōǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ aŀƧƻǊ LǎŀŀŎ [ȅƴŘŜΩǎ ǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊ ƴŜŀǊ San Augustin Springs, Baylor 
pronounced the town of Mesilla as the capital of the new Confederate Territory of Arizona.  
 
Battle of Valverde - In January 1862, .ǊƛƎΦ DŜƴΦ IŜƴǊȅ IΦ {ƛōƭŜȅΩǎ нΣслл-man army entered New Mexico 
with the objective of capturing Fort Craig under the command of Colonel E.R.S. Canby. 3,800 Union 
ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ŀǿŀƛǘŜŘ {ƛōƭŜȅΩǎ ¢ŜȄŀƴǎ ŀǘ CƻǊǘ /ǊŀƛƎΦ Avoiding a frontal assault on the fort, Sibley led his force 
across the Rio Grande River and up the east side of the river to the ford at Valverde where Canby met him 
with 2,800 soldiers to prevent the Confederates from crossing the river. The Confederates, commanded 
first by William Scurry and later by Tom Green, halted in the old Rio Grande riverbed, which served as a 
strong defensive position. !ŦǘŜǊ Union soldiers rebuffed a cavalry charge, the main Confederate force 
made a frontal attack, capturing six artillery pieces and forcing the Union battle line to break and many of 
the men to flee. Canby ordered a retreat. Left in possession of the battlefield, the Confederates claimed 

                                                           
9 {ȅŘƴŜȅ !Φ IǳōōŜƭƭ ǿŀǎ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ WƻŀǉǳƝƴ tŜǊŜŀΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ aŀǊƝŀ LƎƴŀŎƛŀ tŜǊŜŀΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ Wǳŀƴ 5ƻƭƻǊŜǎ tŜǊŜŀΣ ƛǎ ŀ 
brother to Dolores Lauriana Perea that married Santa Fe and Chihuahua Trail trader Mariano José Chaves. Upon 
aŀǊƛŀƴƻΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǎƘŜ ǘƘŜƴ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ /ƘƛƘǳŀƘǳŀ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ ǘǊŀŘŜǊ IŜƴǊȅ /ƻƴƴŜƭƭȅ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ bŜǿ aŜȄƛŎƻ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ 
Governor by Abraham Lincoln at the outset of the Civil War.  
10 Jose Jaramillo (1823 ς мусфύ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀǊƝŀ ¢ǊƛƴƛŘŀŘ wƻƳŜǊƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƻŦ !ƴǘƻƴƛƻ WƻǎŞ [ǳƴŀΩǎ 
sister María Soledad Emiliana Luna and Juan Andrés Romero.  
11 ¢ƻǊƛōƛƻ wƻƳŜǊƻ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ !ƴǘƻƴƛƻ WƻǎŞ [ǳƴŀΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ aŀǊƝŀ {ƻƭŜŘŀŘ 9Ƴƛƭƛŀƴŀ [ǳƴŀ and Juan Andrés Romero. 
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victory but had suffered heavy casualties and had failed in their objective to the capture of Fort Craig. 
 
{ƪƛǊƳƛǎƘ ŀǘ {ƻŎƻǊǊƻ π ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ±ŀƭǾŜǊŘŜ ŦǊŜǎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ƳƛƴŘǎΣ /ƻƭƻƴŜƭ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ tƛƴƻ ŀƴŘ aŀƧƻǊ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ ²ŜǎŎƘŜ 
ŘŜǇŀǊǘŜŘ CƻǊǘ /ǊŀƛƎ ƻƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ннΣ мусн ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ƻŦ 
нул bŜǿ aŜȄƛŎƻ aƛƭƛǘƛŀ ǘǊƻƻǇǎΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ ƻǊŘŜǊǎΣ ǘƻ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅ 
ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ {ƻŎƻǊǊƻ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƴƻǊǘƘΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǊƻŘŜ ǿŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǎƪƛǊǘ 
ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜŘŜǊŀǘŜ ŎŀƳǇΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƴƻǊǘƘΣ ŀǊǊƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ [ŜƳƛǘŀǊ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ нпǘƘΦ  {ƘƻǊǘƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘΣ ŀ ƳŜǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ 
/ŀƴōȅ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ {ƻŎƻǊǊƻ ǘƻ ŘŜŦŜƴŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 
ŀƴ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ /ƻƴŦŜŘŜǊŀǘŜ ǊŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ƭŜŘ ōȅ [ƛŜǳǘŜƴŀƴǘ 
/ƻƭƻƴŜƭ IŜƴǊȅ aŎbŜƛƭΦ aŎbŜƛƭ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ¢ŜȄŀƴǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ƻƴ ƘƛƎƘ 
ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ƭŀǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нпǘƘΦ  
aŎbŜƛƭ ŘŜƳŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ tƛƴƻ ǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ǊŜŦǳǎŜŘ ǎƻ 
aŎbŜƛƭ ŘŜǇƭƻȅŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŀǊǘƛƭƭŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ōƻƳōŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ 
ǘƻǿƴΦ  ²ƛǘƘ ƴƻ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ tƛƴƻ 
ǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƳƛŘƴƛƎƘǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ {ƻŎƻǊǊƻ ƎŀǾŜ 
ǘƘŜ ¢ŜȄŀƴǎ ŀ ōŀǎŜ ƻŦ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǎƻƳŜ ƳǳŎƘ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎΣ 
ŀƴŘ ŀ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƳŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ±ŀƭǾŜǊŘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ 
ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘΦ 
  
Battle of Glorieta - Sibley and his men continued north 
plundering farmers and merchants for supplies. On the night 
of March 25, 1862, 270 Confederate soldiers under the 
command of Major Charles Pyron encamped on the west side 
ƻŦ DƭƻǊƛŜǘŀ tŀǎǎΣ Ƨǳǎǘ Ŝŀǎǘ ƻŦ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΩǎ wŀƴŎƘ on the southern 
end of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains. Around noon on 
March 26th, Union Major John Chivington arrived at the Pass with about 400 men. Chivington captured 
ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜŘŜǊŀǘŜ ǇƛŎƪŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ŀ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƴȅƻƴΣ ǎǇƭƛǘǘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƛǊŎƭŜ tȅǊƻƴΩǎ 
men. In series of attempts, the Union forces drove the Confederates down the canyon. Late in the 
afternoon, fearing both darkness and the 
possibility of an ambush, Chivington broke off the 
ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ YƻǎƭƻǿǎƪƛΩǎ wŀƴŎƘ ǘƻ 
await reinforcements.  
 
Both sides were reinforced on the 27th. Lt. Col. 
²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ {ŎǳǊǊȅΩǎ ƳŜƴ ǎǿŜƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜŘŜǊŀǘŜ 
ranks to about 1,100 while John Slough led a Union 
force of about 900. The two armies met just west 
ƻŦ tƛƎŜƻƴΩǎ wŀƴŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦ During an 
all-day battle, the Confederates drove the Union 
forces back until both sides broke off the fighting 
in the late afternoon12. Another Confederate 
tactical victory was marred by an attack on the 
Confederate supply train by Chivington and about 
400 men which forced the Confederates to retreat 

                                                           
12 tŜǊŜŀΩǎ .ŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴ ƭŜŀŘ ōȅ [ǘΦ /ƻƭΦ CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎƻ tŜǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ bŜǿ aƛƭƛǘƛŀ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ !ǇŀŎƘŜ /ŀƴȅƻƴΦ  

άǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƭŀƴŎŜǊ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊ 
ς a glorious but disastrous ride by Captain 
Willis Lang and Company B of the Fifth Texas 
against Captain Theodore Dodd and a 
ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƻŦ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎέ 

- John M. Taylor 
  
  

 

The Battle of Glorieta Pass in Apache Canyon has been 
called the Gettysburg of the West because it was a turning 
point in the Confederate occupation of New Mexico. --
Painting by Wayne Justus. 
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to Santa Fe and then to Albuquerque, where they ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜŜǊŜŘ CǊŀƴȊ IǳƴƛƴƎΩǎ ŦƭƻǳǊ Ƴƛƭƭ ŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ 
Laguna and Central. The mill was named, ironically, La Glorieta. On April 8, Canby arrived just to the south 
in the small farming sŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ .ŀǊŜƭŀǎΦ IŜ ǎŜƴǘ WŀƳŜǎ άtŀŘŘȅέ DǊŀȅŘƻƴΩǎ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ {Ǉȅ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ13 
and the regular cavalry to antagonize the Texans and draw their fire to ascertaining its strength and the 
position oŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜƳȅΩǎ ōŀǘǘŜǊƛŜǎΦ 
  
Skirmish at Albuquerque - Captains William P. Hardeman and Bethel Coopwood were in charge of the 
two rebel companies holding Albuquerque. They kept Canby and his forces guessing as to how many 
artillery pieces were there. The Texans repositioned their four cannons after each shot or two to give 
illusion of greater firepower. ¢ƘŜ ά{ƪƛǊƳƛǎƘέ ƭŀǎǘŜŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƘƻǳǊǎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛƭƭŜǊȅ ǎƘŜƭƭƛƴƎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŜǿ 
casualties. As the cannon balls flew back and forth, a worried group of citizens approached Canby and told 
him the Confederate Army would not allow the women and children who had remained in their homes to 
leave and find a safe refuge. Canby ordered his men to stop firing. Sibley was arriving from Santa Fe with 
a larger force. So under the cover of darkness, Canby withdrew south leaving a small company of 
musicians with several fires lit to cover the noise of their withdrawal.  
 
When Sibley arrived in Albuquerque from Santa Fe, the Confederates had food for 15 days and only 35 to 
40 rounds of ammunition per man. To save his army he felt it was best to retreat down the valley and 
back to Mesilla.  On the morning of April 12, the rebel army began its retreat southwest of town. Half the 
army crossed to the west bank of the Rio Grande and half continued down the east bank. Sibley and his 
staff left Albuquerque and crossed by ferry to the wŜǎǘ ōŀƴƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƛƻ DǊŀƴŘŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ DǊŜŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ tȅǊƻƴΩǎ 
men marched along the eastern bank followed by Southern sympathizers, including Judge Spruce Baird 
and the merchants, Rafael and Manuel Armijo, along with their families. Sibley continued on to the small 
village of Los Lunas and made camp. Green was supposed to cross the river and join him but instead 
commandeered Governor ConƴŜƭƭȅΩǎ ƘŀŎƛŜƴŘŀ ƛƴ [ƻǎ tƛƴƻǎ, just north of Peralta.  
 
Battle of Peralta - Hoping to hasten the Confederates departure, Canby night-marched his troops from 
Albuquerque, arriving after midnight in the bosque north of Chical. The scene that greeted them was 
ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ƳǳǎƛŎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜŀǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ¢ŜȄŀƴ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŀǳŎƻǳǎ ǇŀǊǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ƘŀŎƛŜƴŘŀ 
as the enlisted men slept nearby. The normally vigilant Col. Green had let down his guard. 
 

                                                           
13WŀƳŜǎ άtŀŘŘȅέ DǊŀȅŘƻƴ ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǿŜƭƭΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ /ŀǇǘΦ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ {ǘƻŘŘŜǊǘ 9ǿŜƭƭΩǎ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ D ŀǘ [ƻǎ 
Lunas in 1853. He was made a bugler, despite his lack of musical talent.  

Territorial Governor Henry /ƻƴƴŜƭƭȅΩǎ IŀŎƛŜƴŘŀΣ ŎΦ мутр 


